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SUBJECT: VISIT TO US BY WESTERN EUROPEAN UNION 
ASSEMBLY (WEU) COMMITTEES 

WE WERE DELIGHTED TO LEARN FROM ABASSADOR IRWINS CABLE 
OF THE PROPOSED VISIT TO THE U.S. OF TWO KEY COMMITTEES 
OF THE WESTERN EUROPEAN ASSEMBLY. IN THE CONTEXT OF BOTH 
US/DUTCH RELATIONS AND THE LARGER AND CRITICAL CONTEXT OF 
US/EUROPEAN RELATIONS, I FULLY ENDORSE AMB. IRWIN'S 
RECOMMENDATION THAT YOU GIVE YOUR PERSONAL SUPPORT TO 
THE VISIT. THE RANGE AND DEPTH OF THE PROBLEMS ASSAILING 
OUR TRANS-ATLANTIC RELATIONS NEED NO CATALOGUING, 

AND THEY CANNOT BE DEALT WITH ADEQUATELY BY THE 
RESPECTIVE EXECUTIVE BRANCHES ALONE. THE EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENTARIANS, WHO ARE OF HIGH CALIBER AND PERVASIVE 
INFLUENCE IN THEIR OWN COUNTRIES CAN MAKE A MAJOR 
CONTRIBUTION BY DEVELOPING CLOSER PERSONAL AND WORKING 
RELATIONSHIPS WITH MEMBERS OF THE US CONGRESS. I HOPE, 
THEREFORE, THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE WILL TAKE THE 
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LEAD IN SEIZING THE OPPORTUNITY REPRESENTED BY THE 
PROPSOED VISIT TO FURTHER ESSENTIAL US OBJECTIVES IN 
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